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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM

A Weekend With
Dr. Charles Callahan
Saturday, Sept 27, 10 AM to Noon Workshop
1st Hr - new organ/choral lit. / 2nd Hr - serviceplaying skills
Sunday, Sept 28, 3 PM Organ Recital
Co-sponsored by Campbell United Methodist Church.
Both events will be held at the church on Winchester Blvd (at Hamilton Ave), Campbell

WORKSHOP: $20 at the door / RECITAL: $15 adults & $10 students
CHARLES CALLAHAN attended the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia on full scholarship where
he studied with Alexander McCurdy. He was later awarded a grant to study with Flor Peeters. He
earned graduate degrees from Catholic University of America and studied organ with Clarence
Waters and Daniel Roth.
Dr. Callahan has played on the European tour and in this country, including his series of the
complete organ works of Franck in 1979 given at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
Dr. Callahan has served as organist, teacher, conductor and composer-in-residence at
Middlebury College in Vermont and Rollins College in Florida. Since 1986 he has been involved in
pipe organ design and has had scores of choral and instrumental compositions published. His
orchestral composition has been premiered by the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra.
He has a studio in rural Vermont at present, from which he commutes to fulfill his duties at the
Church of the Holy Family, the parish of the United Nations in New York.
The British journal The Organ described Charles Callahan as “a real romantic.” During the 1980s
and '90s, he was viewed as a leader in the revival of organ music by late 19th-century composers such
as Horatio Parker, Jacques Lemmens, Alexandre Guilmant and Charles Villiers Stanford.

Dean’s Column
Dear Colleagues,
Welcome back to another season of music,
learning opportunities and continuing fellowship.
The item on top my list is to express our collective
appreciation to past dean Joyce Rhodes for her
exemplary leadership. Our thanks, Joyce, for a job
well done.The new board and I hope to follow suit
with listening and learning programs that will
inspire and teach us as we hope to improve
ourselves in our profession.
The Regional Convention in Salt Lake City
was a highlight of my summer—as I’m sure it was
for many others as well. Please read this newsletter
as it begins many reports and insights about that
week.You might just be tempted to attend the
National Convention in Los Angeles in 2004.

Our chapter’s opening event for this year is a
weekend with Dr. Charles Callahan on Sept. 27 and
28th. On Saturday he will conduct a workshop on
new organ/choral literature for the first hour; the
second hour will be concerned with improving
our service playing skills. Fee is $20 at the door.
His music and recordings will be available for
purchase.
I think this Sept. 27th will be specially
remembered by Dr. Callahan because it is his
birthday and he does not have the luxury of being
off work for the day. We will help him celebrate
with a birthday luncheon on the church campus
immediately following the workshop. Alie’s
Restaurant will cater our lunch, offering either
ham or turkey sandwich, salad, dessert and a drink
for $8.50 per person. If you plan to stay for lunch
let me know by Sept. 25th. (Please write a personal
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check to me on Sept. 27th.)
On Sunday, the 28th, at 3 pm, we will hear a
recital featuring Bach, Dupré, Vierne, CokeJephcott, Dethier and Callahan. Admission is $15
for adults and $10 for students and both events
will be held at United Methodist Church in
Campbell.They are co-sponsoring this event.
I am very excited about Dr. Callahan’s
weekend with our chapter. I urge each member to
help with publicizing this event. Each successful
program will spur your board to be more
courageous and ambitious in future planning. We
need all of us working together towards that goal.
Mary Ann Gee, Dean
408-259-8923
mary_ann_gee@yahoo.com

9:30 a.m.: $150, for Thurs. choir practice: $50.
Rodgers 3 man. organ plus MIDI-12 yrs. old.
Additional choir warmup 9 a.m. Sun. No choir July
& Aug. Send resume to Vem Tegger at the church.
Position Wanted: Professional Organist seeks
Sunday afternoon church position. Call Raymond
Ruckle at 831-601-4951.

Chapter Gifts
The Board and the Program Committee wish to
thank the following members who donated
money to support chapter programs: J. Richard
Coulter, Charles Cramer, Patricia Eldred, Mary Ann
Gee, Anita Graves, Roger Inkpen, Edie Marshall,
Joyce Rhodes and Kenneth Seylar.

September Music Calendar

Positions Available

Please see announcements on Page 2 for the
September 27 & 28 Chapter programs.

Organist/Pianist, P.T. First Unit. Methodist
Church, Sunnyvale. Sun. serv. 8 & 10:30 ; Wed.
choir. 30 yr. old Allen, 3 man., grand piano. Salary
negotiable., vacation and health benefits.
Contact Tim Riley 408-404-8593 days, 408-2532020 evenings, or tim.riley@earthlink.net
Organist/Pianist. Bethany Lutheran Church, 1095
Cloud Ave., Menlo Park CA 94025. Salary
negotiable. 1972 Wicks organ; Baldwin piano. Sun.
serv. 9:30 a.m.; Choir prac. Wed. & Sun. 9 a.m.
Require proficiency in piano & organ, contemp. &
classical; choir and inst. accomp, small ensembles
and children’s concerts. Send letter and résumé to
Deborah Sutherland at church or email:
dsresound@bethany-mp.org or FAX 650-854-5910.
Pianist. First Presbyterian Church, 1667 Miramonte Ave., Mt. View, 94040. Steinway piano. Sun.
serv. 10:30 a.m.; choir reh.Thursday eve. and
Sunday 10 a.m. Require proficiency in sight reading of contemporary & classical choral music.
Salary negotiable. Pos. begins Sept. 4th rehearsals;
1st serv. on Sept. 21st. Send letter and resume to K.
Forrester, dir. of music, at the church or email
katherine4ster@aol.com. Church contact: Margie
Haines: 650-968-4473 or email: office@fpcmv.org.
Organist/Choir Director. St. Mary’s by the Sea
Episcopal Church 146 12th St., Pacific Grove, CA
93950. 4 rank 1997 Schantz organ. 20 member
SATB adult choir. Quality, organized music library.
Children’s music program awaiting director. Salary
negotiable. Contact Rector, Rev. Richard Leslie at
831-373-4441 or email rbl111@scualum.com
Organist. Trinity Presbyterian Church 3151Union
Ave., San Jose, CA 95124. Salary for Sun. serv. at

Our condolences to member Sylvia Ekberg
whose husband died in June. May his soul
rest in peace.

Executive Committee 2003+4
Officers:
Dean
Co-Sub-deans
Secretary
Treas./Regis.
Nsltr. Editor
Historian
Auditor
Auditor

Mary Ann Gee
Richard Coulter
Carolyn Pryor
Cecelia Lung
Anita Graves
Jean Drahmann
Robert Birnstihl
Darryl Parker
Berdie Bowlsby

Members-at-large:
Michael Wong
Kathy Dougherty

Term to June 30, 2004
Term to June 30, 2006

Region IX
N. Coast Convener

Douglas deForeest

Directory
Education Goals
Finance
Professional Concerns
and Development
Program
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Jean Drahmann
Pat Milstead
Darryl Parker
J. Richard Coulter
J. Richard Coulter
Carolyn Pryor

Convention Reports
Ed. note: Chapter members memoirs of the Regional
Convention in Salt Lake City last June begin in this
month’s newsletter. Due to limitation of space, some
will be published here with others to follow in
subsequent issues.
The convention, which drew just under 500
registrants, was very well organized by the Salt
Lake City members who kept all events running
smoothly and on time! It was a pleasure to be in a
place where the organ is still a revered instrument,
especially in the temples, meeting halls and the
Tabernacle of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints.The ensuing reports by some of our
chapter members who attended will give you some
insight into the events of that memorable
week.

Salt Lake International Childrens Choir
by Cecelia Lung
All the concerts at the convention were BIGLOUD- and LOUDER and all were simply
AWESOME. However, the Salt Lake International
Childrens Choir concert was none of the above. It
opened with “Awake and Arise, All Ye Children of
Light” and the audience joined in for the last
stanza. A commissioned arrangement of “The Ash
Grove” by Mack Wilberg was written for this
convention.
The choir consisted of 40 children, ages 6 to
14 yrs. who were dressed in colorful costumes
from many lands and the international theme was
repeated by the many flags from nations around
the world which were placed above and below the
stage of the Assembly Hall.
Choir members also played parts on bells,
harp, cello, violin and guitars. And they danced to
some songs as they sang. All selections on the
program were arrangements of traditional songs
or folk melodies, sung in their original languages
The children sang like angels! It was the most
delightful and joyous treat for the eyes and ears
and for the soul. as well.
Ed. note: Amen! It was outstanding.

Vespers at the Madeleine
by Ken Seylar
The service of Vespers followed by the John
Weaver organ recital was the perfect ending to
the first day of the convention.
The Roman Catholic Cathedral of the
Madeleine, restored in “dramatic Spanish style” in

1993 was the venue. And a marvelous place it was
with its great acoustics, choir and wonderful 1992
Kenneth Jones 4 manual, 79 rank organ.
The cathedral Director of Liturgy and Music,
Gregory Glenn, conducted the choir which led this
beautiful service admirably. Vespers is a rather rare
service these days and is heard only in
monasteries and cathedrals; it is the second to last
of the Day Hours in the Roman Catholic Church.
Compline and Evensong in the Anglican tradition
are comparable services.
The service opened with cathedral organist,
Andrew Unsworth playing Marcel Dupré’s Angelas.
Since this was the first Monday following Trinity
Sunday, the first motet was Palestrina’s Benedicta
sit Sancta Trinitas, beautifully sung by the choir
from the back of the nave.
The Evening Hymn, O Lux Beata Trintas was
printed using a 4-line staff which gave us an
opportunity to sing in Latin, using our rusty
Gregorian Chant reading skills. Later in the service
we sang Pater Noster (The Lord’s Prayer). Most of
the music was plainsong using the modern 5-line
staff which was much easier to read.
The choir sang several motets, including
Libera nos, salva nos by John Sheppard (1515-59),
Magnificat by Davis Bevan and Ave Verum Corpus
by Orlando Lassus.The Final hymn, Rendez a Dieu,
was prayerfully sung by the congregation.The
service ended with “Prelude and Fugue in E-flat
Major” by Saint-Saens, attractively played by Dr.
Unsworth.
The Cathedral of the Madeleine is the only
Roman Catholic cathedral in the nation to have its
own choir school. Gregory Glenn began the
school in 1996 in the cathedral basement rooms
and last year moved to a new school one block
away. It will open this month with 235 students.
The choir program includes a choir of girls,
another of boys and a professional group of men
who are paid. The boys and girls choirs rotate on a
2-week schedule singing either a 3-day or 2-day
plan of services.
The choir heard this day was a combination
of the three choirs. At a workshop the next day Mr.
Glenn described the group as a “rag-tag summer
choir” which he was able to put together from
families who were not away on vacation at the
time. It did not seem to make any difference in the
sound of the group. What we heard was choral
singing of the first order, perfect in pitch and
blend with solid tonal production. I have heard
many cathedral choirs both here and in Europe
and would compare this choir favorably. Salt Lake
City has a gem.
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Dr. Unsworth played the service with great
care.There are several instances during vespers
when the organist must improvise—often for
several minutes. His improvisations were skillfully
crafted, not drawing undue attention to them nor
wandering off into nothingness. Of course, having
that great instrument helped, too!
Ed. note: A boy soprano from the cathedral choir,
12 yr.-old Phineas Bynum, sang a solo part in
Bernstein’s “Chichester Psalms” during the gala
concert which concluded the convention.

A Graphic Understanding
of Bach’s Organ Music
by Carolyn Pryor
This workshop was on analysis as a key to
understanding and performing the music of J.S.
Bach and was given by Douglas Bush.
In short, he feels that written analysis helps
us to understand the music better and helps us to
improve performance of the works of Bach.
How do we start? He thinks that a
background in harmonic and structural analysis is
not necessary—helpful, but not necessary.
First make a copy of the music and with a
pencil begin to look at the piece to see how it is
put together—what ideas are used—and then
note down your observations. What kind of piece
is it—a prelude- fugue- chorale prelude? Try
writing out some of the voices in open score (like
an orchestral score). He noted that Bach learned
much from copying music of other composers. Mr.
Bush states that this should be done with paper
and pencil, not on a computer.
After discovering as much as you can, find a
resource that has an analysis of the music and
compare it with yours. All this takes time!—but
should be time well spent. His suggestion:
summarize your finding in a graph which helps to
see the whole “picture”.
If anyone would like a copy of his notes
please contact me. Shalom!

RCCO Festival d’Orgue 2003
by Carol Griffin
I attended the festival of the RCCO (Canadian
counterpart of AGO) in Ottawa, Ontario last
summer and was glad to see a familiar face when
Fred Swann was guest speaker and featured artist.
Actually, there was another one I knew from the
past—Mark Thallander, who gave a lecture on
“Blended Worship.” His basic premise: introduce

the contemporary songs slowly, one at a time, so
congregations could get to know them well. The
program can then be expanded to include more,
without the organist or pianist feeling pushed out
of their positions.The people would gradually
learn the music well supported by customary
instruments. Other instruments can be added as
well, but they do not need to replace the organ.
The College Installation Service was at
Bruyere Convent chapel.This was followed by the
RCCO Convocation where degrees earned this
year were conferred. It was a real graduation
service, complete with robes. I spoke with one of
the recipients of the CAGO who was very proud of
his accomplishment.
The chapel, built in 1935 in French Gothic
style is in the form of a Latin cross. It holds 950
people. The galleries above the side naves
connect with the 4th floor of the Motherhouse.
The 2nd gallery is the organ loft. The total effect is
reminiscent of the cathedrals in England.
Several lectures were held at the National
library on Parliament Hill and we ate box lunches
in Christ Church Cathedral just 2 blocks away.The
“Jack in the Beanstalk” childrens’ program was very
well done here.
Workshops on Pachelbel and Belgian
pedagogues were presented in French with
electronic translation. Celebrated were Flor
Peeters’ 100th birthday this year and Pachelbel,
who was born 350 years ago in 1653.
Other workshops were on Rhetorical
Elements in Organ Works of JS Bach and
Articulation in German Romantic Organ Music. I
always attend the improvisation workshops even
though I think I have heard about all there is to say
on the subject. It always re-inspires me to keep at
it.
The carillon concert from the Peace Tower on
Parliament Hill at night was very impressive as
varied light shows were projected each day.
Ed. note: Tragically, one week after the RCCO
convention, Mark Thallander was injured in an
automobile accident which resulted in the
amputation of his left arm. He is currently a member
of the Program Committee for the AGO 2004
National convention in Los Angeles.We pray for
Mark’s recovery.
Jean Drahmann, Newsletter Editor
16239 Jacaranda Way
Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.356.2813
Next copy deadline: September 20, 2003
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